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calculated for the beſt purpoſes, namely the glorx 
of God, the encouragement of ſinners, and the con- 
olation of 7/rael; but is in all reſpe&s ſtrictly conſiſtent and 
tuly important; nor can it be otherwiſe, ſeeing God is its 
author, object, and end. Therefore, if our religious prin- 
iples exactly coincide with the holy ſcriptures, ve need 
ot ſcruple to declare them; and if at any time they appear 
pony to that only rule, let us not be aſhamed to renounce 
em, VVV 85 
In two ſermons I publiſhed in 1758, on Believers Bap- 
tiſm, J have. ſpoken my mind pretty freely reſpecting the 
mode and ſubje&s of baptiſm ; but having been ſome time 
ago of a different judgment, ſhall give a brief account of 
the beginning of my ſeruples about the validity of infant- 
baptiſm my exerciſe of mind during the inquiry the op- 
Polition I met with when determined and the manner of 
my becoming acquainted with, and joining — | 
"Es Et - 
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I was born in the North of Zngland, and educated in the 


_ Preſbyterian perſuaſion, in which I was not more ſtrict than 
uncharitable, eſteeming that church the pureſt upon earth, 


and concluding all other denominations in a dark and un- 


ſafe ſtate. But when intruſions“ became frequently in Scot- 


land, I determined to look more narrowly into the conſti- 


tution of the church; and after as cloſe and impartial a_ 


ſearch, as my opportunities and prejudices would at that 


time admit, could not help thinking the Independent govern- 
ment moſt agreeable to the nature of New Teſtament wor- 


| ſhip. But though this conviction did not terminate in a 
reſolution to break off from my own community, yet it 


took down the fire edge of a narrow, bigotted ſpirit, and 


produced a more generous turn of mind towards good 


le of all perſuaſions, which, bleſſed be God, to this day 


ach ver been contracted, but more and more enlarged. 


In 1752, being at the Latin School in Fedburgh, a little 


market town in the ſouth of Scotland, where it was cuſto- 
mary for two or three of the moſt advanced elaſſes to repeat 


part of Mr. Vincent's Catechiſm every Monday morning, the | 


anſwer to the following queſtion fell to my lot ; 


« What is lignified, ſealed, and engaged on God's part, 


by our being baptized in his name? _ 


e There is ſi nified, ſealed, and engaged on God's part, 


. «by our being baptized in his name, 1. His ingrafting us 
into Chriſt. 2. His making us partakers of the benefits 
SF the Now-Coyemanti” | Go iS ey os, 


Early on the Lord's Day morning, as 1 was walking in 


the fields, conſidering the repetition the maſter had aſſigned 


the day before, in order to fix it in my memory, which was 


my 


* That is, when a miniſter is impoſed on the people, con- 


Trary to their inclinations, by the patron of the pariſh... 
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my uſual method, this infwer-irack me with ſcme degree 


of ſurprize, and led me to reaſon upon it in the following 


manner: — If ingrafting into . title to 
the benefits of the New Covenant, be ſignifiee, ſealed, and 
engaged on God's part, by our being baptized in- his name; 
how comes it to paſs that numbers who have been baptized 
in the name of the Holy Trinity, to all outward appear- 


ance, live and die without an intereſt in theſe diſtinguiſhed 


bleſſings; for God will ſurely fulfil every engagement to 3 


which he ſets his ſeal ? 


It was quite natural for me to draw ſuch a concluſion, 
becauſe, prior to this, the Lord had enabled my ſoul to caſt 
the anchor of its hope in the fulneſs and faithfulneſs of him- 
ſelf, and in the ſure and unchangeable nature of the cove- 
nant of grace; and that in a high ſtorm of deep diſtreſs, 
for want of the knowledge of an intereſt in Chriſt, the one 
thing needful, Luke x. 42. At firſt, I only ſuſpe&ed the 
author's doctrine, with regard to the faithfulneſs of God, 


and the ſtability of his covenant ; but conſidering what he 
farther obſerves of the engagement on our part, began to 


queſtion, whether he did not miſtake the nature and end of 


" baptiſm. His words are: 


© By our being baptized in the name of the Father, Son, 


and Holy Ghoſt, is ſealed and engaged on our part, that 
* we will be the Lord's, and that 1. wholly, ſoul and body, 


* and with all our powers, faculties, and members, are to 
© be employed by him as inftruments of righteouſneſs and 
* new obedience; and 2. only the Lord's, and therefore we 


engage to renounce the ſervice of the devil, and the fleſh, 


« and the world, and fight under Chris banner againſt 
** theſe enemies of the Lord and of our ſouls,” | | 


Poring upon theſe things, and reviewing all that Vincent 
ſays upon the ſubject, found it aſſerted . That the be- 
* nefits of the coyenant of grace, which by baptiſm we are 
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4 made partakers of, are, Admiſſion into the viſible church 
* —Remiſſion of {ins by Chriſt's blood Regeneration and 


& ſanCtification by Chriſt's Spirit—Adoption, together with 
© gur union unto Chrit—and Reſurrection to everlaſting 


« life.” I obſerved, the Veſiminſter aſſembly, in the larger 
catechiſm, ſtrictly concurred with theſe ſentiments, and 


therefore concluded they muſt be true. But then I could 
not account how theſe benefits were conferred upon infants 
by baptiſm, ſeeing I had experienced thoſe rich bleſſings 


flowing to my foul through a different channel, namely, by 
the operation of the Holy Spirit in the day of the Meſſiah's ' 
power, Pſal. xc. g. For having ſeen myſelf without God, 


and without hope in the world, Eph. ii. 12. received the 
knowledge of ſalvation by the remiſſion of ſins, Luke i. 77. 
and obtained faith fe cry Abba Father, Gal. iv. 6. above 
twenty years after my baptiſm, concluded theſe favours were 


never beſtowed that way. | 


This put me upon enquiring, whether it was poſſible for 
me to receive any benefit by 5 


evident; for J had never cloſely conſidered the true nature 


and import of the ordinance, and to reap benefit by re- 
flection, ſeemed a little impracticable; becauſe, being in - 
capable of ſpititual views, and perſonal engagements at 
the time, there appeared nothing material to reflect upon 
relative to a tranſaction, in which I was never conſciouſly 
engaged; therefore often thought, had I not been baptized ' 


before, how ſweet and ſignificant the ordinance might be 
now ! For I could go to my miniſter, as our Saviour did 


to John, preſent myſelf a fubject, and rejoice in him that 


ſanctified the water And here begun my ſcruples con- 


cerning the validity of infant-baptiſm, 


The method 1 took to have my doubts removed, was more 


ſtrictly to ſearch into what Vncent, together with the Con- 


Felſion 


; | aptiſm, while an infant; or 
whether I could make a profitable improvement of it now? | 


That bitherto it had been of no advantage to me, was quite - 
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by the ſenſible figns in baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper ; but 
8 4 ) 5 then | 


E 
feſton of Faith, and the Larger and Shorter Catechiſms ſay 
uf on the ſubject; but theſe fell fo far ſhort of yielding the ſatis- 
faction wiſhed for, they did not fail to increaſe my difficulties ; 
many things appearing not only inconcluſive, but direaly op- 
ſte to ſcripture, reaſon, and experience. For, the viſible 
« church is ſaid to conſiſt of ſuch as profeſs the true religion, 
together with their children;ꝰ* and yet they only allow in- 
fants to be admitted by baptiſm. This I could by no means 


reconcile; for if they are a part of the viſible church, prior to 


their baptiſm, it would be a flat contradiction to ſay, they enter 
into it by that ceremony; and it was equally difficult for me to 
underſtand, how an infant by baptiſm, enters into an open and 
e prufeſſed engagement to be wholly and only the Lord's; or 
accou i how a child's „faith, with all other graces, can be 
« ſireugithened and increaſed,” t ſeeing children have neither 
faith nor grace, in the judgment of the Aſſembly; as is clear 


from the tenth chapter of the Confeſſion of Faith, and the 


Queſtion on EFectual Calling, in the Larger Catechiſm, For 
all are declared to be in a ſtate of fin and death, till effectually 
called by the Word and Spirit of God. En 19 


1 had frequently heard, and as often condemned the church of 


_ © England, for affirming, that an infant is made a member of 


* Chriſt, a child of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of 
te heaven, by baptiſm, but now found our own church, in 
effect, ſaid the very ſame, For the Shorter Catechiſm, in the 
deſcription of a ſacrament, defines it An holy ordinance, in- 
e ſtituted by Chriſt, wherein, by ſenſible ſigns, Chriſt and the 
e benefits of the new covenant are repreſented, ſealed, and ap- 
© plied to believers.” - EET | 
The plain and obvious meaning of theſe words appeared 
to me in this light, that Chriſt and the benefits of the new 
covenant were repreſented, ſealed, and applied to believers, 


* Confeſſion of Faith, Chap, 25. 
t Larger Catechiſm on Baptiſm. 
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then, as we uſed baptiſm in infancy, tom at a great loſs 


to know in what ſenſe infants could be termed believers; 


nor have | ever received ſatisfaction in this point. 
At length, conſidering there is no other outward and ſen. 
ſible ſign in baptiſm, but pure water, which not being again 
applied when the ſoul is bleſſed with divine faith, conclu- _ 
_ ded, either the definition did not reſpe& baptiſm, or in- 
tended, that thoſe benefits were conferred upon infants by 
the outward clement, which is rather more exceptionable, 


than what we fo freely condemned in our ſiſter church, 
and to me a glaring proof of our own inconſiſtency; for 
elſewhere we are ſaid to be made partakers of the re- 


*« demption purchaſed by Chriſt, by the effeQual appli- | 
4 cation of it to us by his Holy Spirit.“ And this is {aid . 
to be done, by working faith in us, and thereby uniting 
4 us to Chriſt in our effectual calling.”* If we are made 
partakers of theſe benefits, by the ſenſible ſign in baptiſm, 
then not by the Spirit of Chriſt in our effectual calling; 


but if by the Word and Spirit of Chriſt in our effeRual 
calling, then not by the ſenſible fign in baptiſm. This can 
never be reconciled. Thus what I had formerly eſteemed 
our conſtitutional ftandard, at laſt involyed me in the great- 


eſt difficulties. For whatever might be the intention of the © * 
compilers, the natural conſequence of their words argue — 
That either infants are to be conſidered believers, the water 
applied afreſh when faith is obtained, or the ordinance to 


be deferred, till the ſubjects are born from above. 


Upon this, the exerciſes of my mind began to be weigh- 


ty; but remembering how uſeful the reading of the ſerip- 
tures had been, while I was groaning for redemption, and 
waiting for the manifeſtation of the ſons of God, Rom. viii. 


19—23. reſolved to enquire into the New Teſtament with 


the greateſt diligence and impartiality, The method I took 1 
Was to read it over and over, aud carefully remark every _ 
paſſage, which directly or implicitly regarded the ordi- 
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 azice.. And for about g quirter. of d year, every fell 


peruſal produced new evidences againſt infant-baptiſm; bur 
though many places bore upon my mind with lome degree 
of convition, yet three N determined my Jadge- 


ment. And, 


. The hour cometh, Prey now is, when the true worſhip- 
pers ſhall worſhip the Father in ſpirit and in truth; For the 
Father Haun ſuch to worſhip him, Jahn IV. 23. 8 


From theſe words I conceived, that the true and proper wor- 
ſhip of the New Teſtament, is to be performed in ſpirit and in 
truth ; and as I looked upon baptiſm to be a ſolemn part of that 
worſhip, concluded therefore,” that infants could not engage in 


it with their own ſpirits, nor practiſe the ordinance in truth, 


uncer the influences of the Spirit of. Chriſt; conſequently r muſt 
be 1 improper ſubjeQs for baptilin ES | 


2, Without faith it is impoſſ ible to — xl. 6. 


As T could not eben that the parents, ; or ſureties could | 


believe for the child; neither could I learn how the infant could 


have faith for itſelf, becauſe Faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the Word of God, Rom. x. 17. therefore, as an in- 
fant cannot have faith, and it is impoſſible to pleaſe God without 
it, the baptiſm of infants cannot be right; becauſe 2 
is not of faith is ſin, Rom. xiv, 23. 1 


"i The like figure 8 even baptiſm, doth ah now / 


ſave us, (not the putting away the filth of the fleſh, but the 


anſwer of a good conſcience towards God 5 * te e 
of Feſus Chriſt, 1 Pot. 3. 21, -Þ 


It appeared to me, from theſe words, that the ſubjects of be p- 
tiſm muſt have the an/wer of a good conſcience towards God ; 
which I underſtood, not only to be an heart ſprinkled from an 


evil 2 Heb. x. 23. but alſo a full perſuaſion, that the 
| | ordinance 
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improper ſubeets of baptiſm. 


Being now ty well ſatisfied, that believers were the moſt 


proper Subjects of Baptiſm, I proceeded to examine the Mode. 


The texts produced by Vincent, and the aſſembly of divines, to 
prove dipping unneceſſary, and that ſprinkling was ſufficient, - 


are ſo foreign to the purpoſe, that I immediately concluded the 


cauſe muſt be dark, where the proofs were ſo weak, My ſuf- . 


pence therefore about this matter did not long continue; for-as 
we generally allowed dipping to have been the primitive mode, 


I judged a departure from that practice unwarrantable ; and as 


it agrees with the moſt natural, ſignificant, and expreſſive import 


of the word, it was lateſt, and 1 e to abide by that 


cults Rap 


| The next thing that came befirs me, was a ſtrong inclination 


to be acquainted with ſome of the other principles of ſuch as 


practiſed adult baptiſm by immerſion, But when I came to ex- | 


amine the word in various dictionaries, which diſtinguiſhes that 
perſuaſion, found the poor Anabaptiſts traduced as a ſect of he- 
retics, who generally held a ſyſtem of monſtrous opinions. 


This gave me a great damp at firſt ſetting out; but, after ſonie 
reaſoning upon the ſubject, concluded, their erroneous ſentiments W 


in other points, did not prove them miſtaken reſpecting baptiſm. 


And in a ſhort time, I met with a more favourable account of 


the Engliſh Baptiſts, in Pargdon's dictionary, namelv, That 
they differ from other Proteſtants in little more than the not 


* baptizing children, as appears by a confeſſion of faith, pub- 
4 liſhed by the repreſentatives of above one hundred of YET 7 
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This account gave great relic to my whit and did not more = 
rejoice than ſurprize, by the mention of ſuch a number of 


—_— in 1 8 Nor did * fail to FIR me a longing for 


4 ſight 
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qrdinance was appointed wi God, to. FRF forth a finiſhed fal- 
vation by the reſurreQion of Jeſus Chriſt, But as infants can · 
not have ſuch a conſcious impreſſion, . they were 8 


| right of 
the partic 
juſt that” 

i treatiſe 
nind, an 
eſteem, is 
non the 


After 
with the 
{chool'al 
turned te 
congrege 
to-meet 
to my fa 

ae a 

' htter er 


. 
„ 


: N 23 «3% a 
SM * * 3 wv 1 0 * * 
* ” 2 1 X 
- 7 Ks : © 4? — 

4 ey. % SLY ; - 

2 2 7 17 

2 * — ? . 

f © : 


* pe 


Ss Ws | | 
lal- he pape N ſubject, which denominates that proſeſſion. The. 
20* a that 1 could obtain, was Mr. Wi/on's Seripture Manual, 
. 1 treatiſe quite ſeaſonable, which added great ſtrength to my 
nind, and ſapport to my new ſentiment; for that bock, in my 
deem, is as conciſe, clear and concluſive as ary L have yet ſeen 


, to 'W After this, my inclinatian far the ordinance, and aequaintance 
vith the people, called Bapti/s, greatly increaſed; and as our , 
{hol always broke up for the harveſt, reſolved, when re- 
turned to my* father's in Exgland, to viſit: ſomę of the Haptiſt = 
congregations, But after canſidering the oppaſitipn I was likely 

to meet with, became much diſcouraged. However, I wrote 
to my father, informing him of my change of prineiples, and 


ort 


F 


Treaſon the point at a diſtance; but ſoon found mx letter had 
kindled ſuch a fire of reſentment, as would be hard for me to 5 


diſmiſs, or at leaſt conceal my new opinion. But it was im- 
4% 
at 


manifeſt diffimulation, therefore wiſhed it might appear that mx 
new ſentiment was really an error, and my compliance ſo far 


| merely a temptation; This led me to review the point, with. 


t of this. confeſſion. of faith, or any other Bapti/i book an 


gave a diſtant hint of my intentions. This being about the - 
ker end of the ſpring, thought we wanld have ſome time to. 


endure at my return, therefore conceived it would be beſt tg : 
. pradticable to palliate what I had already mentioned, without — 


ſome degree of reſolution, being determined, if poflible, to have 


aſted, that all the powers thereaf were ſhaken and confounded. _ | 
a 1 was reading theſe words, Becauſe they received not the 


— 
0 
„ fall ſatisfacion: But one morning, my mind was ſo ſtrangel7 
f 
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e of the truth, that they might be ſaved; God. ſhall ſenk 
em a rang. deluſion, that they ſhould believe a lie; that 
% ali might. be, damned, who believe nat the truth, 2 Theft. 


ü. 10, 11, 16. The manner in which this ſcripture operated. 1 


nas, in producing a ſuſpence about my happy ſtate; for 1 was 
I empted to believe, that J had not received the loye of God in 
I duth, which had occaſioned him to ſend. this ſtrong deluſion, in 


me to believe ſuch a lie, peda Baptiſm,” 1 a0 it Land t 
was only about half a year before, that J had obtained the wit. | 
"neſs of | peace and pardon, it bore the weightier upon my mind. 
For ſome time; therefore, I looked on baptiſm as an indifferent 
matter; and all thoughts reſpecting it being diſmiſſed; the whole 
| bent of wy ente were engaped in earl «rſs o Cog for 

a freſh and full evidence of my intereſt in Chriſt; ' which, beſt. Wh 

5 of bleſſings, he ſoon granted, to the unſpeakable joy of my heart, MW Chriſt | 
1 then formed a reſolution, to diſturb my peace no more with {MW belief c 

. perplexing thoughts on baptiſm ; but reſt ſatisfied with the ſweet {MW return 
aſſurance of Chriſt's love. However, convictions reſpecking the BW ence w 
ſolemnity of that inſtitution, and the light I had received into W to put 
dhe ſubject perpetually purſued me; and though ſeveral: times I W ny re: 
had come to a determination, to remain entirely ſatisfied with W &if to 
he baptiſm I had received in my infancy, let the effe&t be what regard 
it would, was at length ſufficiently rouſed from this indolent in- Bapti / 
differeney by theſe words, He that hnqws his Lord's will, and them. 
does not act according to it, ſhall be beaten with many ſiripes, nate f 
Luke zii. 47. And he that loveth father — has little { 
me, is not worthy e Won x. 37. . | expe 


Having therefore dd as critical a FREY nts 15 New: „ A 
Teſtament, as my capacity would admit, and not being able to was t 
. diſcover the moſt diſtant hint from precept or precedent, in fa- follo. 
Vvour of infant-baptiſin, concluded; had that practiſe been the will at a f 
Ef 'of God, its divine authority would never have been left ſo ex- there 

EE $3 | cedding dark and obſcure, And beſides, it did not only appear 

1 nite unſcriptural, but, in the very nature of the thing, vaſtly Y It 

abſurd; for every branch of New Teſtament worſhip is to be fully, 

1 'performod in faith in ſpirit, and in truth; and baptiſm is un- eldef 
deͤ,ᷓubtedly as folem a part of that, worſhip, as any other chriſtian - Y me-1 


Auty, or ordinance; conſequently, it is moſt irrational. to i! NY vere 
| 3 ef > poſe, that infants have any concern in holy baptiſm. = | 1 
"Ir Ee Cc 
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band tha 3 of friends; gill ma A a ifredidg difi - 
culty. I continued therefore in this diſturbed way till near the 
harveſt, when it was evident either God or man muſt be obeyed; e 
but. ! an Ob Lond. on Ho with * conviations, ans W the | 


fue with 


what e was a deep tent: of what | 
| Chriſt had done for me, and wrought in me, together with a firm 
belief of the account to be given before bim in a little tim. 
returned therefore to England, with earneſt deſires for acquaint= - | 
ance with the Baptiſls, and fully reſolved, by the grace of Gd. 
to put my deſigns into practice; but my fears were great, and 
my reaſonings many—thinking it a bard matter to expoſe my-- 
elf to the ſevere reſentment of thoſe whom I ſo dearly loved and _. 
regarded—and fearing leſt the principles and practices of the 
Zaptiſts might prove difagreeable to me, or I unacceptable to 


them. But. having heard, before I left Scotland, that an inti- 
mate friend of mine had joined himſelf to a Baptiſt church, a 


little ſouth from Hexham, purpoſed firſt Co We D 


en of che people. 


At our interview, among other things, 12 told me he. 
was to be at a church meeting the Saturday ſeven· night i 
go, as he lived 
at a great diſtance from the place; I promiſed to meet him 


following ; for it was but ſeldom he could 


there, if my father 's permiſſion could be obtained. 


It is ſomewhat remarkable, that after I. opened my wind | 
ner did my 
nme upon the ſubject. My father, . 


were the only relatives who appeared irreconcileable._ . | 
However, I accompliſhed the promiſe made to 0p 1 <3 


folly, my mother never 
eldeſt brother, (of whom 


1 


by n my intentions as much as poſſible, | 
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1 got to the place, on the evening appointed, and found 
Mr. Hall was not come; however, the kindneſs of the 
People did abundantly compenſate for that diſappointment; 
for, contrary to all expectation, | was immediately admit- 
dt into their church meeting, and, to my great ſatisfaction, 
found there were two perions to be baptized the ſame eve- 
ning. This püt me in mind, how providential y Abra- 
dam s ſervant had been conducted, Gen, xxiv. 12. and as 
my prayers were, in ſome reſpeRs, correſpondent with his, 
* Hoped 1 might meer with the ſame ſucceſs, Gen. xxiv. 27, 
and having neve: before heard any relate the dealings of 
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The Church declared their approbation of the candidates, 


Preſent to pray for a bleſſing upon the occafion —that by 
grace they might be enabled to walk agreeable. to the goſ- 
pel-and at laſt finiſh their courſe with joy and triumph. 


other part of woiſhip ;- nor could I help reflecting within 
myſelf— What a dead, formal, ur meaning thing, is the pre- 


Aus, beſides, che minifter's* #iſcourſe-at the river fide, to- 
= "gether with his prayer before and after the adminiſtration, 


my acquaintances profeat, — 
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ments agaiuſt me, which had formerly determined 1 


with myſelt, not do join chem ſuddenly; but the clearviews 
CC 


Mr. David Fernie, the paſtor of that church. _ 
93 | . 


God with their ſouls, it wat a moving meeting to me. — 


and deſired them to prepare for baptiſm; one ob whom 
f ſtood up, and made a moſt aff. Qing requeſt — intreating all 


This fo meited my heart, as it had never been before at any) 


ſenting of an infant for baptiſm, when compared with this!. 


were fo powerful and pertinent, that I-ſecretly wiſhed all | 


Wen the {olemoky was over, one aſked mo what I 


__ <pudpment; when far from every Bubi. I had reſolved - 


| way of 


| intent to be bap i: 


relation of our experiences took 


| hand of fellowſhip, Gal. i U. 9: £2 © 
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and 6 e my foul kad 3 indulged with, * 


during the adminiſtration of the ordinance, the 


received from Robert Hall, and the prefling ſound of theſt 
produced another 


5 xx. 16. Why tarrieſt thou; 
inking ; and ſo I opened my mind. It was ſome- 
what p- ticular, that. all the while I could hardly forbear 


ciying out, What ae me to be dap Acts viii. 36. 


The next morni 


poſals proving acceptable, were accordingly baptized. >,” 
4s. > the mornin 


ſo that the people were all aſſembled for the worſhip of 


day, and ſtanding along each fide of the river, the occaſion 
| reminded me of the Feine re in Jordan. BESS 


og 


EY Betwixt. hs adminiſtration of ils: ordinance; and the 
Lord's Supper, Mr. Fernie preached twice from theſe words, 


Iſaiah wav. 6. In this mountain ſhall the Lord of Hoſts make 


unto his people, a feaſt of fat things, a feaſt of wine on the 
- lees, of far things full of marrow, of wine. on the a 
celebration of the holy ſupper; _and the perſons.newly bap- 
tized, ſtanding up in the preſence of the people, 
dreſſed by the minifter to the following purpo 0, 
«as we had made a very public and ſolemn-profeſion, it 
before us, that our converſation, - - 
* ought to be holy and becoming—that the' difficulties of 
4a public pilgrimage were many and-great—and that the 
© faithfulneſs and tulneſs of Jeſus was amply. ſufficient to 
% ſapport and fupply.:” And then aſſuring us hat joy we 
adminiſtered. to them, and with what cordial affeQtion they 


Afﬀte:. ith all things were made ready 


refined 


ſe: - * That 


ewas neceſſary to lay 


received us, in the name of the W ea Dorn. 


pl. 


another perioin came early, with an 


„which gave me a fair opportunity to 
embrace what | had ſo earneſtly longed for; and our Fs 3 
hne 
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The whole was e with ſo much 3 ans Bas. ö 
icity, and attended with ſuch à remarkable bleſſing, as 1 
ad never been witneſs to before : And as it was a feaſting 
> Cala to my ſoul, ſo I ſtood in great need of it; for Lanes - | 
with a cool reception at my return home. Aud now] 
. my wilderneſs trials, being looked upon as one who 0 had 
Ms hon Ig the faith, and tarned ous in a frolick.. 95 725 


4 


One Ante he at night, my ke aſked me Sd if. 

Twas really baptized, or whether the report was ground. | 
leſs d I told < wy it was all truth; upon which he grew 
exceeding angry, defired me to leave his houſe, and be ſeen 
by him no more. I quietly walked out to lament my hard 
fate; but conſidering our Saviour's temptations immedi- 
ately after his baptiſm, Matt. iv. 1. was led to put up a 
petition to this purpoſe: 0 Lord, m perplexed' caſes. 
© have been -put- into thy. hands, a . ©. haſt brought 

order out 5 them all; I refer this inaiter, with every other 
« affair, wholly 40 thy diſpoſal, over-rule all for thy owt 

glory, and my advantage.” After my father was gone 

to bed, my mother called me in, and the next morning his 5 

- countenance was more towards me than at other times.— 

This made me conclude, the Lord was beginning to anſwer 

. ny prayer; and ſo it came to paſs; for in a ſhort time, a 

beloved couſin (a young man, the ſon of my uncle already 

| mentioned, who were both men of great abilities, ſtrict 

iety, and died near to one another, ſoon after) was the 

inſtrument of turning my father's heart 5 We, . 

an end to all 9515 troubles from that ee | 


Returviog again to Scotland, 1 deſigned to concelm my 
Pm rom friends in that plate, imagining, to ſpeak 
of them might rather be hurtful than othe! But in 
 Jefs than half a year, ſome perſon hearing 8 matter, ** 
. Newcaſtle upon Tyne, all came to light. My friends in 
| ms? Dons to vent . ves i in dpi but, not by 
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way of ſpleen and reſentment; therefore had nothing to 
undergo here, only what ſome would call the ſhame and. —_ 
ſcandal of the thing. And, indeed, the renouncing of m 
baptiſma} covenant (as they called it) was looked upon to 

be a very ſtrange piece of conduct, an inftance whereof hac 
pot been known, in theſe parts, in the memory of man.— 

But to give a full detail would be quite tedious, ſhall there: 


CO | fore leave the candid reader to judge, what I muſt have -' - 


if undergone in a courſe of ſuch variety of exereiſes.. 


w I ſhall therefore conclude, by informing the reader, that 
en all the exerciſe of mind I underwent, and the oppoſition I, + 
rd- met with, were not-to be compared with the peace and 


tranquillity of ſoul I enjoyed, by complying with my con- 
victions, and following the Shepherd's voice: Nor have! 
ever repented, but often rejoiced, for the change of my 


principles 8 45 
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